La costruzione egiziana del Sinai non garantisce
sicurezza ai palestinesi, ma sostiene la pulizia etnica
israeliana a Gaza
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L'Eqitto sta costruendo un muro alto sei metri nel Sinai vicino alla Striscia di Gaza che,
secondo quanto riferito, dovrebbe chiudere un'area di otto chilometri quadrati per accogliere i
palestinesi da Gaza in caso di esodo di massa. Mentre la costruzione implica una tregua alla
brutalita dei bombardamenti israeliani per gli abitanti di Gaza, il loro spostamento di massa
nel Sinai sarebbe una catastrofe per i diritti umani.

Negli ultimi quattro mesi, Israele ha devastato Gaza, causando la morte di quasi 29.000
persone attraverso i bombardamenti e privando la sua popolazione di due milioni di persone
dell’'accesso al cibo e alle medicine. Le proteste al Cairo e altrove hanno chiesto all'Egitto di
aprire il valico di Rafah, l'unico confine di Gaza non controllato direttamente da Israele. Le
autorita egiziane hanno mantenuto a lungo il blocco israeliano di Gaza chiudendo il valico di
Rafah per piu giorni di quanto fosse aperto , sfrattando e demolendo le case e le attivita
commerciali dei residenti del Sinai per creare una “zona cuscinetto” e allagando tunnel che
erano un’ancora di salvezza per | residenti di Gaza.

Dal 7 ottobre & stato consentito I'ingresso di una quantita di aiuti “ deplorevolmente
inadeguata ” e sono state autorizzate un numero limitato di uscite. La gente sta
disperatamente raccogliendo fondi per le migliaia di dollari in tangenti richiesti dalle autorita
egiziane per consentire a ogni persona di attraversare.

E indubbio che gli abitanti di Gaza dovrebbero, come tutte le persone nel mondo, avere |l
diritto alla sicurezza dai bombardamenti e alla liberta di mobilita. || muro in costruzione al
confine egiziano, tuttavia, non promette nessuna delle due cose.

Video pubblicato il 16 febbraio 2024 dall'organizzazione non governativa Sinai Foundation for Human
Rights che mostra la costruzione egiziana nel Sinai.

News of the wall’s construction coincides with Netanyahu’s announcement of a ground
offensive in Rafah, which currently hosts 1.1 million Palestinians who moved to this so-called
“safe zone” after being given 24 hours to forcibly vacate Gaza’s north. On October 13, during
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the same 24 hours as this directive, a document was drafted by Israel’s Interior Ministry
describing an ultimate plan to displace Gaza’s two million residents into the Egyptian Sinai.

At the time, Netanyahu downplayed the document as a hypothetical “concept paper.”
Egyptian President Abdelfatah El-Sisi also vehemently denied that Egypt would comply with
this strategy, while suggesting that Palestinians could instead be moved to the Negev desert
“till the militants are dealt with.” All the while there were reports that this displacement to the
Sinai was a topic of backroom diplomacy.

We cannot know if Egypt is building the encampment to prepare to temporarily host refugees
in the event of a spontaneous storming of the border for which there is a precedent, or
whether it intends to comply with yet another Zionist directive at the expense of Palestinian
lives. What we do know is that the border is heavily fortified and monitored and has not been
breached for over a decade.

We also know that the intentions and protests of Egyptian authorities matter little in the face
of Israeli decisions. After all, Egypt is vehemently against the ground offensive in Rafah. It
has increased its own military presence at the border, and is even threatening the (unlikely)
action of suspending_the Camp David Accords if Israel goes through with it.

Over the past four months, we have watched Israel systematically classify civilians unwilling
or unable to vacate their homes, such as those who remained in Gaza’s North after the
directive, as “terrorists” whose indiscriminate killing is substantiated. Were some people to
evacuate to the Egyptian Sinai, to be held in a penned enclosure at the border zone, there is
no guarantee that anyone left behind who refuses to leave, or is unable to, would be spared
the same fate.

And while it is almost certain that Egypt, beleaguered with its own financial crisis and issues
in the Sinai does not intend, nor have the capacity, to permanently accept displaced
Palestinians, Israel has consistently and vehemently denied Palestinians the right of return.
According to UNRWA there are at least 5.9 million Palestinian refugees globally, the
descendants of those who were forced out of their homes between 1946 and 1948 through
massacres and forced displacements at the hands of Zionist militias during what Palestinians
refer to as the Nakba or “catastrophe.” In November, commenting on the forced
displacement of Palestinians from Northern Gaza an Israeli minister was quoted boasting,
“We’'re rolling out Nakba 2023.”

When news of the “concept paper” suggesting the mass displacement of Palestinians was
released, a spokesperson for Mahmoud Abbas, the President of the Palestinian Authority,
stated that the displacement of Palestinians outside of Palestine is a “red line” continuing
“‘what happened in 1948 will not be allowed to happen again.”
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The architecture of the encampment being built in Egypt, its high concrete walls focused on
towards containment, does not indicate the intention of a warm or welcoming reception.
Displacement, which many of the residents of Gaza have experienced before in their
lifetimes, is its own slow violence. The Sisi government has systematically denied Palestinian

refugees in the country rights that his predecessor, deposed president Mohamed Morsi,
afforded them, such as free education and healthcare. Despite spending decades in Egypt,
or even being born in the country, they experience restrictions on work and aren’t afforded
citizenship.

The stability of Egypt, too, may be in the balance. Despite high popularity in the years that
followed his ascension to authority via a coup d’etat in 2013, it is reported that Egyptians are
increasingly dissatisfied with President Abel-Fatah El Sisi, whose lavish spending_ on mega
projects to keep the rank-and-file military and business elite happy has plunged the country
into a severe economic crisis. Many are angered by Sisi’s perceived complicity in the
sequester of Gaza and the unwillingness to challenge the Zionist state or break its blockade.
Being seen as participating in the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians would not be well
received.

Siamo trascorsi quattro mesi dall’'inizio di una campagna militare che é tra le piu distruttive
della storia recente. E un fenomeno che ha visto violenze brutali dirette contro i civili,
rendendo Gaza il luogo piu pericoloso al mondo per i bambini. | governi di tutto il mondo,
incluso il governo egiziano, devono agire immediatamente per garantire che non si perdano
altre vite umane. Che non una sola persona in piu venga uccisa o sfollata dalle proprie case.
Che i palestinesi avranno il diritto all’autodeterminazione mentre ricostruiscono, diritto che
puo essere protetto solo dalla fine dell'occupazione. Nessuno di questi obiettivi viene
raggiunto con lo spostamento di massa dei palestinesi da Gaza in un accampamento di
cemento nel Sinai egiziano.
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