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Zena al-Tahhan July 28, 2025

La crisi umanitaria che stanno affrontando 42.000
palestinesi sfollati forzatamente in Cisgiordania

mondoweiss-net.translate.goog/2025/07/the-humanitarian-crisis-facing-42000-forcibly-displaced-palestinians-in-
the-west-bank

Abdelsalam Odeh e sua moglie vivono in un autobus da tre mesi. La coppia non aveva
un posto dove andare né i mezzi per pagare l'affitto dopo essere stata espulsa a mano
armata dalla loro casa nel campo profughi di Tulkarem dall'esercito israeliano all'inizio di
quest'anno. 

Ma la disperazione ha il potere di far emergere l'ingegno, e per Odeh, 71 anni, ciò ha
significato riutilizzare un vecchio veicolo, pezzo per pezzo, e trasformarlo in una casa. 

Ha trasformato l'interno del piccolo autobus in una camera da letto e ha aggiunto una
piccola estensione per la cucina utilizzando lamiere ondulate.  

"È nostro dovere essere pazienti e perseverare. La nostra espulsione non durerà, non
importa quanto a lungo persista", ha detto Odeh a Mondoweiss dall'autobus.

"L'occupazione vuole espellerci tutti. Vogliono prendere ogni singola parte della Palestina
e le sue terre – non le terre occupate del '1948' e del '1967' – vogliono che tutto diventi
uno 'stato ebraico'. E se Dio vuole, questo non accadrà", ha continuato. 

Tra sfollamenti e povertà, la coppia si è ritagliata piccoli angoli di vita. Hanno creato pareti
di tessuto utilizzando teloni usurati e trasformato vecchie ruote d'auto in vasi da fiori, ora
pieni di colore.  

https://mondoweiss-net.translate.goog/2025/07/the-humanitarian-crisis-facing-42000-forcibly-displaced-palestinians-in-the-west-bank/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=it&_x_tr_hl=it&_x_tr_pto=wapp
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Abdelsalam Odeh e sua moglie sono sfollati da tre mesi. (Foto: Zena al-Tahhan)

Ma non è stato facile. La struttura rimane esposta su un lato, offrendo poca privacy e
protezione. Anche all'interno della loro casa, sua moglie deve rimanere velata. Il caldo
soffocante dell'estate e il freddo pungente dell'inverno incalzano senza ritegno. Quasi tutti
i mobili, compreso l'autobus stesso, sono stati donati loro da volontari. 

"Cuciniamo sul fuoco a legna e viviamo una vita rudimentale. Ci sono giorni in cui non
abbiamo cibo. Non ho alcuna fonte di reddito", ha spiegato Odeh. "Abbiamo dovuto
vendere la fede nuziale di mia moglie". 
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Abdelsalam Odeh e sua moglie vivono in un autobus da tre mesi. (Foto: Zena al-Tahhan)

La crisi umanitaria passata inosservata

La realtà di Odeh riflette una crisi umanitaria in atto nella Cisgiordania settentrionale
occupata, che non fa che peggiorare. 

He is one of at least 42,000 Palestinians who were driven out by occupation forces from
three refugee camps across the cities of Tulkarem and Jenin within the first month of
Israel’s military assault, which began in late January. 

Many remain stranded living in mosques, schools, and other shelters as history repeated
itself with cruel precision. The Palestinians in these camps — survivors of the 1948
Nakba and their descendants — were cast into the streets overnight. Now twice-
displaced, most were forced out of their homes with nothing but the clothes on their backs
and the weight of generational expulsion.

“The situation in Tulkarem is disastrous. While local and international organizations, as
well as the PA, are helping, the situation has surpassed our capabilities. Tulkarem city
cannot withstand this large number of displaced people,” Manal al-Hafi, Director of the
Palestinian Red Crescent Society in Tulkarem, told Mondoweiss. 

https://translate.google.com/website?sl=en&tl=it&hl=it&client=webapp&u=https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-172-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
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“There are people asking for help every day — whether for money, humanitarian aid, or
food. Families have been separated, with the mother and children staying in one place
and the father in another,” she continued. 

According to a report published by Doctors Without Borders earlier this month, based on
almost 300 interviews with displaced residents of the Jenin and Tulkarem refugee camps,
over 47 percent of respondents had inconsistent or no access to food and water. The
group called for an immediate and urgent scale-up in humanitarian assistance, noting that
the majority of people are relying on overstretched local communities to aid them. 

‘Ashamed to complain’ 

While cities in the occupied West Bank are meant to be under the governance of the
Palestinian Authority (PA) as part of the Oslo Accords, Israel has effectively reasserted
direct military control over Jenin and Tulkarem for the past six months. Observers say it is
the first step towards the formal annexation of the occupied West Bank amid other Israeli
measures such as taking over record amounts of Palestinian land since the war on Gaza,
and expelling dozens of Palestinian Bedouin villages in remote areas outside the cities.
Alongside blatant acts of annexation, top government minister Bezalel Smotrich has
promoted a “decisive plan” to expand illegal settlements, block Palestinian statehood, and
solidify Israeli control. 

The Israeli onslaught in Jenin and Tulkarem forms a part of this overall Israeli strategy of
clearing Palestinian land of its inhabitants ahead of potential annexation. The Israeli
campaign in the two northern West Bank cities has proven to be the largest mass
expulsion of Palestinians in the West Bank since the occupation of 1967, and the longest
Israeli operation in the territory since the Second Intifada in 2000. 

https://translate.google.com/website?sl=en&tl=it&hl=it&client=webapp&u=https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/sites/default/files/documents/202506_Briefing_Note_Iron_Wall_5_Months_After%25201.pdf
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=en&tl=it&hl=it&client=webapp&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DL8u2uiFnd_w
https://mondoweiss-net.translate.goog/2025/06/major-palestinian-bedouin-village-faces-expulsion-by-israeli-army-and-settlers/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=it&_x_tr_hl=it&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=en&tl=it&hl=it&client=webapp&u=https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/israel-ramps-settlement-and-annexation-west-bank-dire-human-rights
https://mondoweiss-net.translate.goog/2024/06/israels-leaked-plan-for-annexing-the-west-bank-explained/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=it&_x_tr_hl=it&_x_tr_pto=wapp
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Israeli armored vehicles and bulldozers in Jenin refugee camp, February 25, 2025. (Photo:
Mohammed Nasser/APA Images)

Hundreds of homes have been demolished — with residents’ furniture and personal
belongings still inside. They were turned into 25-meter-wide roads under the pretext of
allowing Israeli forces “freedom of movement” and “operational flexibility.” The destruction
has displaced thousands of families, leaving them with nothing to return to once the
assault ends. 

“Seventy percent of homes inside the camps are uninhabitable. Those that were not
destroyed were burned, and those not burned had their foundations impacted,” said al-
Hafi from the Red Crescent. “It is a smaller example of what is happening in Gaza,” she
added. 

Nasrallah Nasrallah, a father of four, told Mondoweiss that his home was torn down in
mid-July. He still owes five years of mortgage payments to the bank for a house that no
longer exists.

“I can barely make ends meet. How can I pay off my destroyed house, pay for rent, and
pay to feed my children?” the 36-year-old said. “My house is now a road.” 

He pointed to the massive destruction in the camp on the opposite hill, a flattened stretch
of land carving straight through a block of tightly packed houses. “This is so that the
occupation’s vehicles — or the PA when they take over — can pass through our camp
comfortably.”

https://translate.google.com/website?sl=en&tl=it&hl=it&client=webapp&u=https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/19/middleeast/israel-west-bank-tulkarem-intl/index.html?utm_source%3Dchatgpt.com
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Israeli military heavy machinery demolishes a home in Nur Shams refugee camp, east of Tulkarem,
June 25, 2025. (Photo: Mohammed Nasser/APA Images)

“This is not a road. This is bigger than Ben Gurion Airport. A plane can land here,” he
continued. 

Despite the devastation he has endured, Nasrallah — like many Palestinians — is
hesitant to speak in the shadow of Israel’s horrific genocide in Gaza, only two hours away.

“I want to talk about my pain — but I hesitate. I fear I might offend the martyr resting in his
grave, or the mother who buried her child. I worry that if a prisoner sees this interview, my
words might feel like a complaint too small to bear,” said Nasrallah. 

“Our homes are gone, but our children are with us. We have food to feed them.”

Zena al-Tahhan
 Zena al-Tahhan is a freelance TV reporter and writer based in occupied Jerusalem.


