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July 9, 2025

Con l'annessione della Cisgiordania nell'aria, i coloni si
godono la loro impunità

www-972mag-com.translate.goog/settler-impunity-west-bank-annexation

Nelle ultime settimane, i coloni israeliani hanno devastato le città
palestinesi e provocato rivolte presso una base militare, sapendo
di avere le spalle coperte dai funzionari governativi.

Di Oren Ziv e Shatha Yaish 9 luglio 2025

Coloni israeliani attaccano il villaggio di Turmus Ayya in Cisgiordania, 26 giugno 2025.
(Oren Ziv)
In collaborazione con

Nel giro di due giorni, una delle ultime comunità palestinesi rimaste tra Ramallah e Gerico
è stata sradicata dal suo territorio.

La sera del 2 luglio, decine di coloni israeliani si sono riversati nel villaggio di pastori di Al-
Muarrajat, in Cisgiordania. Hanno fatto irruzione nelle case, rubato circa 60 pecore e
costruito un piccolo avamposto all'interno del villaggio. La mattina successiva, i coloni
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sono stati visti seduti accanto ai soldati israeliani presso l'avamposto di recente
costruzione, ora spostato a pochi metri dalla scuola del villaggio.

Temendo ulteriori furti, i residenti iniziarono a evacuare il bestiame. Entro venerdì, le
famiglie stavano già facendo le valigie e se ne andavano in massa. Trenta famiglie – 177
persone in totale – furono costrette ad andarsene, praticamente annientando la comunità.

"Gli abitanti sono stati costretti ad andarsene sotto la minaccia delle armi", ha raccontato
Aaliyah Malihat, 28 anni, un'attivista locale, mentre la sua famiglia raccoglieva le proprie
cose. "La gente non ha un posto dove andare. Si sta disperdendo nei villaggi vicini".

Prima del 1948, gli abitanti di Al-Muarrajat vivevano nel deserto del Naqab/Negev. Da
allora, sono stati sfollati più volte, prima per ordine militare israeliano, poi a causa
dell'espansione dei coloni. Per molti, questa era la terza o quarta volta che venivano
sradicati.

Ma anche dopo essere fuggiti da Al-Muarrajat, il loro calvario continuò.

Aaliyah Malihat alla periferia di Gerico, 8 luglio 2025. (Oren Ziv)
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"Siamo andati al campo profughi di Aqbat Jaber a Gerico", ha raccontato Malihat a +972.
"Ma lunedì i coloni sono tornati e hanno cercato di rubare alcune delle nostre pecore. I
soldati israeliani sono arrivati   con loro. Ci hanno circondato, ci hanno preso i documenti
d'identità e i telefoni e hanno condotto i coloni dentro le nostre case. Poi ci hanno detto
che avevamo tre ore per andarcene, altrimenti avremmo perso la vita.

"È doloroso", continuò, parlando dalla brulla collina alla periferia di Gerico, dove lei e
decine di familiari si erano rifugiati. La sua vecchia casa ad Al-Muarrajat, ora distrutta, era
chiaramente visibile a pochi chilometri di distanza.

Alia’s uncle, Jabar Malihat, described how the situation had deteriorated since the war in
Gaza began in 2023. “Settler attacks became relentless,” he said. “You might ask why we
didn’t leave earlier, knowing destruction was coming. The truth is, we had no alternative.
If the Israeli government had offered us a safe place, we would have gone peacefully. But
they didn’t negotiate. They just sent the settlers.”

In response to +972’s inquiry about Friday’s expulsion, the IDF Spokesperson claimed
that there were “no reports of violent incidents” in Al-Muarrajat. But the Palestinians who
were expelled painted a completely different picture. “Unfortunately, the police and the
army were involved. They supported the settlers, instead of protecting the children and
the residents,” Jamal Malihat, a resident of the village, testified.

Palestinians load trucks with their belongings as they evacuate the village of Al-Muarrajat in the West
Bank, July 4, 2025. (Avishai Mohar/ Activestills)
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According to the UN, settler violence in Al-Muarrajat has surged from just three recorded
incidents in 2021 and 2022, to 20 in 2023, and 74 in 2024. Over these years, settlers
have built outposts around Al-Muarrajat and used them to launch repeated raids. Last
year, settlers armed with clubs stormed the village school while students and teachers
were inside.

One resident, 75, had fled after that attack. On Friday, he returned to stand with his
neighbors during the latest expulsion. Overcome by the scene, he suffered a heart attack;
he now remains hospitalized in Ramallah.

‘They treat us all as their enemy’

The assault on Al-Muarrajat comes just days after a string of deadly settler attacks in the
town of Kufr Malik, northeast of Ramallah. On June 23, Israeli forces shot and killed a 13-
year-old boy; two days later, settlers rampaged through the town, setting property on fire
and killing three more young Palestinians who were among a group of villagers trying to
defend their homes.

“They [settlers] don’t treat people like human beings,” said one man at the funeral for
those killed in Kufr Malik on June 26, who asked not to be identified. “They treat us all as
their enemy — a child, an old man or woman, even a baby. They believe that baby will
cause harm when they grow up, so they want to kill them now.”

Palestinian mourners attend the funeral of three people killed the previous day in Kufr Malik in the
West Bank, June 26, 2025. (Oren Ziv)
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Mere hours after the funeral, settlers launched another attack, this time targeting the
nearby town of Turmus Ayya. Unlike previous incidents, reporters from +972 Magazine
and other outlets were on the ground, offering a close-up view of how these settler
assaults unfold in real time.

Around 3 p.m., the town’s central mosque blared an alarm and loudspeaker calls, urging
residents to come out and defend the area under attack. Likely assuming many of the
villagers would still be at the funeral, dozens of settlers had swept into the northern part of
the village, where a Palestinian-American 14-year-old boy was killed by Israeli soldiers in
April.

The settlers tried to break into homes and set fire to surrounding agricultural fields —
what Palestinian witnesses have described as a highly coordinated operation. But within
minutes, some 200 men, youth, and elders from the village rushed to confront them with
stones.

At the front line of settlers were about ten masked youth hurling stones. Just behind them,
one man held a walkie-talkie; another, unmasked and armed, fired his gun as villagers
advanced. The attackers moved in tight groups, carrying clubs, firearms, and plastic
bottles, likely filled with flammable liquids. Their tactics mimicked those of military and
police units: feigned retreats to lure villagers into vulnerable positions before
counterattacking.

Several minutes later, Israeli soldiers arrived. The settlers slowly withdrew, passing right
by the troops. None were stopped. Meanwhile, the military poured into the village, not to
halt the settler assault, but to contain the Palestinians trying to defend their homes.
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An Israeli military vehicle seen shortly after a settler attack in the Palestinian town of Turmus Ayya in
the West Bank, June 26, 2025. (Oren Ziv)

Violence with a clear purpose

As settler violence in the West Bank grows increasingly vicious and widespread, Israeli
authorities only appear to respond decisively when the victims are soldiers.

On June 27, days after the deadly attacks in Kufr Malik, Israeli forces arrived to evacuate
a nearby settler outpost. In retaliation, dozens of settlers pelted the soldiers with stones,
including the battalion commander. Amid the clashes, troops opened fire and injured a
14-year-old settler boy; Israelis later rioted outside a military base against the shooting,
burning down a nearby facility.

This rare instance of violence against the army sparked swift and widespread
condemnation, even from establishment settler leaders. “The entire settlement enterprise
condemns the violence of a small handful,” said Israel Gantz, chairman of the Mateh
Binyamin Regional Council. “They must be apprehended and brought to justice.” 

His remarks reflect a familiar narrative in Israeli political discourse: the attempt to draw a
line between so-called “extremist” settlers and the broader settler movement. But that
distinction is deeply misleading.

In reality, these “hilltop youth” enjoy broad support from within the settler population, as
well as from state institutions even the army itself. They are frequently accompanied by
adults, local settlement guards, and soldiers. Their attacks are carried out with full
confidence that if Palestinians attempt to resist, the army will step in and protect them. As
far as Israeli authorities go, their violence serves a clear purpose: to forcibly displace
Palestinian communities, while allowing the state to maintain plausible deniability.
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Jewish settlers seen while Palestinian farmers and activists pick olives during the annual harvest
season, in the West Bank village of Burqa, October 20, 2024. (Flash90)

Even the battalion commander attacked by settlers, identified in Israeli media as G.,
made clear where his loyalties lie. “I’ve been serving in this area for 20 years. Binyamin
[the biblical name for the central West Bank] is dearer to me than anything else,” he told
the Israeli outlet Ynet. “We return to reserve duty time and again with a sense of mission,
and now we have to deal with incidents like these … 90 percent of our time is spent
preventing the ‘hilltop youth’ from setting fire to open areas. Our mission is to protect the
settlements … This endangers the residents.”

Settler leaders frequently claim that the attackers, many of them minors, are “not from the
area.” But this is merely a legal technicality. Many live in unrecognized outposts or settler
farms across the West Bank, while being officially registered elsewhere. They operate
with the logistical, political, and military backing of the Israeli state.

That alignment was made abundantly clear in the authorities’ response following the
attack on soldiers. After the initial outcry, a few settlers were arrested, but were quietly
released just days later. The state prosecution claimed the evidence “did not meet the
threshold” for assault charges. Instead of prosecution, the suspects were placed under
house arrest and temporarily barred from the West Bank.

In parallel, Defense Minister Israel Katz announced a NIS 50 million program to fund
social activities and educational frameworks for extremist youth settlers meant to “steer
them away from illegal activities.”
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An Israeli commanding soldier talks to a settler in Wadi Al-Rakhim, in the West Bank, April 25, 2025.
(Georgia Gee)

Occasionally, as happened last week, there’s “friction” (the military’s euphemism for
settler violence). But the overall mission remains unchanged: to protect and expand the
settlement enterprise. Any temporary disciplinary action against the settlers — an arrest
here, a restraining order there — will soon be forgotten. “Order” will return: settlers will
continue attacking Palestinians and left-wing activists, unimpeded.

As Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich put it, “the IDF and the settlers are one and
the same.”

‘A vicious cycle of terror’

Elisha Yered, a self-described member of the Hilltop Youth and former spokesperson for
MK Limor Son Har-Melech, recently bragged in an article for the right-wing Israeli outlet
Arutz Sheva about a “major success.” The expulsion of Palestinians from Maghayer Al-
Dir at the end of May, he said, marked the culmination of a larger project: the complete
cleansing of Palestinians from the area between the Allon Road and the Jordan Valley —
“an area larger than the entire Gaza Strip,” he boasted.
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Even before the war began in October 2023, this vast stretch of land, roughly 150,000
dunams from east of Ramallah to the outskirts of Jericho, had already been largely
emptied of Palestinians. Communities like Ras a-Tin, Ein Samia, and al-Qabun were
forcibly depopulated through coordinated settler violence and state-sanctioned land
grabs.

The belongings and remains of homes of Palestinian families in ‘Ein Samia, occupied West Bank, May
25, 2023. (Oren Ziv)

Since the war, the pace of violence and displacement has only accelerated. Settlers now
appear to be targeting the very villages that sheltered those previously displaced. 

On July 7, the Palestinian Authority’s Colonization and Wall Resistance Commission
reported that settlers carried out 2,153 attacks across the occupied West Bank in the first
six months of 2025 alone, killing at least four Palestinians. The report catalogued a wide
array of violence: from physical assaults and shootings to arson, the seizure of private
land, and coordinated ambushes on roads. Some homes were burned while residents
were still inside.

Kufr Malik, Al-Mughayyir, Beita, and Sinjil were among the hardest-hit areas. Ramallah
Governorate registered the highest number of settler attacks (491), followed by Hebron
(409) and Nablus (396).

Dror Etkes, a researcher with the Israeli NGO Kerem Navot, told +972 Magazine that
seven new settler outposts have been erected along the Allon Road since October 2023.
“Establishing outposts has a single goal: fueling fear and terror to pave the way for more
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land grabs and expulsions,” he explained. “It’s a vicious cycle of terror, looting, violence,
and displacement.”

Juma’a Adwai, a farmer from Kufr Malik, has firsthand experience of this cycle. His family
owns land east of the Allon Road, but he can no longer access it. “The problems didn’t
start today, they’ve been happening for years,” he told +972. “We used to farm 55,000
dunams in the Ein Samia area. Now we’re barred from over 50,000 of them. The land is
completely off-limits.”

According to Adwai, the latest wave of attacks marked a disturbing escalation. “Until
recently, they never entered the village itself. Now, they want to kill. They come to our
homes. If people hadn’t come out to defend us, they would have burned the whole village.
The army is supposed to protect us, but [the soldiers] come to help the settlers.”

+972 approached the IDF Spokesperson to ask if the army is taking any steps to curb
settler attacks against Palestinian civilians and Israeli soldiers; their reply will be added
here if received.

A version of this article was first published in Hebrew on Local Call. Read it here.

Oren Ziv is a photojournalist, reporter for Local Call, and a founding member of the
Activestills photography collective.

Shatha Yaish is a journalist covering East Jerusalem and the West Bank.

Our team has been devastated by the horrific events of this latest war. The world is
reeling from Israel’s unprecedented onslaught on Gaza, inflicting mass devastation
and death upon besieged Palestinians, as well as the atrocious attack and
kidnappings by Hamas in Israel on October 7. Our hearts are with all the people
and communities facing this violence. 

 
We are in an extraordinarily dangerous era in Israel-Palestine. The bloodshed has
reached extreme levels of brutality and threatens to engulf the entire region. Emboldened
settlers in the West Bank, backed by the army, are seizing the opportunity to intensify
their attacks on Palestinians. The most far-right government in Israel’s history is ramping
up its policing of dissent, using the cover of war to silence Palestinian citizens and left-
wing Jews who object to its policies.

This escalation has a very clear context, one that +972 has spent the past 14 years
covering: Israeli society’s growing racism and militarism, entrenched occupation and
apartheid, and a normalized siege on Gaza.

We are well positioned to cover this perilous moment – but we need your help to do it.
This terrible period will challenge the humanity of all of those working for a better future in
this land. Palestinians and Israelis are already organizing and strategizing to put up the
fight of their lives.
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Can we count on your support ? +972 Magazine is a leading media voice of this
movement, a desperately needed platform where Palestinian and Israeli journalists,
activists, and thinkers can report on and analyze what is happening, guided by
humanism, equality, and justice. Join us.

BECOME A +972 MEMBER TODAY
More About Settler violence

New Israeli directive expedites ethnic cleansing of Masafer Yatta
The military order removes the last legal barriers to the wholesale demolition and
displacement of 12 Palestinian villages in the southern West Bank.
By Yuval Abraham and Basel Adra June 25, 2025

In a single week, a new settler outpost erases an entire Palestinian community
After building on their land, Israeli settlers attacked and drove out residents of Maghayer
Al-Dir, one of the last villages in the southern Jordan Valley.
By Oren Ziv May 26, 2025
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PHOTOS: Besieged by settlers, Palestinians race to harvest wheat early
Repeatedly harassed and chased off their land, farmers in Wadi Al-Rakhim were finally
able to reap their crops last Friday — but only by sheer luck.
By Georgia Gee and Dikla Taylor-Sheinman April 28, 2025
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