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L'esercito israeliano sta affrontando la più grande crisi
di rifiuto degli ultimi decenni

www-972mag-com.translate.goog/israeli-army-refusal-crisis-gaza-war

Oltre 100.000 israeliani avrebbero smesso di presentarsi al
servizio di riserva. Sebbene le ragioni siano diverse, la portata
dimostra la legittimità in declino della guerra.

DiMeron Rapoport 11 aprile 2025

Soldati israeliani avvistati al confine con il Libano, nel nord di Israele, 3 dicembre 2024. 
(Ayal Margolin/Flash90)
 
Nessuno può fornire numeri precisi. Nessun partito o leader politico lo chiede 
esplicitamente. Ma chiunque abbia partecipato a proteste antigovernative o abbia 
utilizzato i social media in lingua ebraica nelle ultime settimane sa che è vero: rifiutarsi di 
presentarsi per il servizio militare in Israele sta diventando sempre più legittimo, e non 
solo tra la sinistra radicale .

Nel periodo precedente la guerra, il discorso sul rifiuto – o più precisamente, sulla
"cessazione di offrirsi volontari" per le riserve – era diventato un elemento significativo 
delle proteste di massa contro la riforma giudiziaria del governo israeliano. Al culmine di 
queste proteste, nel luglio 2023, oltre 1.000 piloti e membri dell'Aeronautica Militare
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dichiararono che non si sarebbero più presentati in servizio se la riforma non fosse stata
sospesa, suscitando l'allarme di alti ufficiali militari e del capo dello Shin Bet, secondo cui
la riforma giudiziaria avrebbe messo a repentaglio la sicurezza nazionale. 

La destra israeliana continua a sostenere ancora oggi che quelle minacce di rifiuto non
solo incoraggiarono Hamas ad attaccare Israele, ma indebolirono anche l'esercito. Ma in
realtà, tutte le minacce svanirono nel nulla il 7 ottobre, con i manifestanti che si offrirono
volontari in modo schiacciante ed entusiasta.

Per 18 mesi, la stragrande maggioranza della popolazione ebraica israeliana si è
radunata attorno alla bandiera a sostegno dell'attacco a Gaza. Ma soprattutto dopo la
decisione del governo di revocare il cessate il fuoco il mese scorso, hanno iniziato ad
apparire delle crepe. 

Nelle ultime settimane, i media hanno riportato un calo significativo delle presenze dei
soldati in servizio di riserva. Sebbene i numeri esatti siano un segreto gelosamente
custodito, l'esercito ha informato il Ministro della Difesa Israel Katz a metà marzo che il
tasso di partecipazione si attestava all'80%, rispetto a circa il 120% subito dopo il 7
ottobre. Secondo Kan , l'emittente nazionale israeliana, quel numero era una
falsificazione: il tasso reale è più vicino al 60%. Altri rapporti parlano di tassi di
partecipazione del 50% o inferiori, con alcune unità di riserva che ricorrono al tentativo di
reclutare soldati tramite i social media.

A crowd of friends, family, and activists holds a solidarity protest in support of Ella Keidar Greenberg
outside the Tel Hashomer recruitment center, before she declares her refusal to enlist in the Israeli

army, March 19, 2025. (Oren Ziv)
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“Refusal comes in waves, and this is the biggest wave since the First Lebanon War in
1982,” Ishai Menuchin, one of the leaders of the refuser movement Yesh Gvul (“There is a
Limit”) which was founded during that war, told +972.

Like conscription into the regular forces at age 18, it is compulsory for Israelis to serve in
the reserves when summoned until the age of 40 (though this can vary depending on
rank and unit). During wartime, the army is heavily dependent on these forces.

At the start of the war, the army stated that it had recruited around 295,000 reservists on
top of the roughly 100,000 soldiers in regular service. If reports about 50-60 percent
attendance in the reserves are accurate, that means over 100,000 people have stopped
showing up for reserve duty. “That’s a huge number,” Menuchin noted. “It means the
government will have a problem continuing the war.”

“October 7 initially created a feeling of ‘Together we will win,’ but that has now eroded,”
said Tom Mehager, an activist who refused to serve during the Second Intifada and now
runs a social media page that posts videos of past refuseniks explaining their decision.
“To attack Gaza, three planes are enough — but refusal still draws red lines. It forces the
system to understand the limits of its power.”

‘Day after day, I see refusal declarations’

The majority of those defying enlistment orders appear to be what’s known as “gray
refusers” — people who have no real ideological objection to the war but rather have
grown demoralized, weary, or fed up that it is dragging on for so long. Alongside them are
a small but growing minority of reservists who refuse on ethical grounds. 

According to Menuchin, Yesh Gvul has been in contact with over 150 ideological refusers
since October 2023, while New Profile, another organization supporting refuseniks, has
dealt with several hundred such cases. But whereas teenagers who refuse the
compulsory draft for ideological reasons are subject to prison sentences of several
months, Menuchin is aware of only one reservist who was punished for their recent
refusal — receiving a sentence of two weeks of probation. 

“They’re afraid to put refusers in prison, because if they do, it could bury the model of the
‘people’s army,’” he explained. “The government understands this, and therefore it doesn’t
push too hard; it suffices with the army dismissing a few reservists, as if that will solve the
problem.”
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Israeli soldiers seen near the border with Syria, December 8, 2024. (Michael Giladi/Flash90)

As a result, Menuchin finds it difficult to estimate the true scale of this phenomenon.
“During the Lebanon War, our assessment was that for every refuser who went to prison,
there were another eight to 10 ideological refusers,” he says. “So if 150 or 160 people
have declared that they won’t go to the army for ideological reasons, it’s reasonable to
estimate that there are at least 1,500 ideological refusers. And that’s just the tip of the
iceberg [given the far larger number of non-ideological refusers].”

However, according to Yuval Green — who refused to continue serving in Gaza after
disobeying an order to set fire to a Palestinian home, and who now leads an anti-war
movement called “Soldiers for the Hostages” with 220 reservists signed on to its refusal
statement — this binary categorization doesn’t tell the whole story.

“There are more and more people who may not necessarily care about Palestinians but
no longer feel at peace with the goals of the war,” he explained. “I call this ‘gray-
ideological refusal.’ I have no way of knowing how many there are, but I’m sure it’s a lot. 

“In the past, people I knew were really angry with me [for calling for refusal],” Green
continued. “Now I feel much more understanding. We’ve become more relevant. The
media is covering us; we were invited to Channel 13 and Channel 11. Day after day, I see
refusal declarations.”

Recent examples abound. Last week, Haaretz published an op-ed by the mother of a
soldier who stated: “Our children will not fight in a messianic war of choice.” Another op-
ed in the same newspaper by an anonymous soldier declared: “The current war in Gaza
is meant to buy political stability with blood. I will not take part in it.”
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Others are less explicit, but the effect is similar. In a recent interview, former Supreme
Court Justice Ayala Procaccia stopped short of endorsing refusal but called for “civil
disobedience.” On April 10, nearly 1,000 Air Force reservists published an open letter
demanding a hostage deal that would end the war; they were soon joined by hundreds of
reservists in the Navy and the elite intelligence squad Unit 8200. Prime Minister
Netanyahu responded: “Refusal is refusal — even when it is said implicitly and in
laundered language.”

Activists from Free Jerusalem protest against the war in Gaza, Jerusalem, April 9, 2025. (Chaim
Goldberg/Flash90)

‘The legitimacy of the regime is in danger’

Yael Berda, a sociologist at the Hebrew University and a left-wing activist, explained that
the declining willingness to show up for reserve duty stems first and foremost from
economic concerns. She referred to a recent survey by the Israeli Employment Service
which found that 48 percent of reservists reported a significant loss of income since
October 7, and 41 percent said they were fired or forced to leave their jobs due to
extended periods in the reserves. 

Menuchin also attributes significant weight to economic factors, but offers an additional
explanation: “Israelis don’t want to feel like suckers, and they’re now reaching a point
where they feel they’re being exploited. They see others getting exemptions, and they
wager that if something happens to them, no one will support them or their families.
There’s a feeling of abandonment: they see the families of the hostages crowdfunding just
to survive. The bottom line is that the state isn’t really there, and that’s becoming clear to
more and more Israelis.
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“There’s a lot of despair,” Menuchin continued. “People don’t know where this is heading.
You see the rush for foreign passports — even before October 7 — and the search for
‘better’ places to emigrate to. There’s a growing retreat into concern for one’s own
interest group. And above all, the hostages are not being brought back.”

When it comes to ideological refusal, Berda identifies several categories. “One type of
refusal stems from ‘What I saw in Gaza,’ but that’s a minority,” she explained. “Another
type is loss of faith in the leadership, especially when the government didn’t do everything
it could to bring the hostages back. There’s an intolerable gap between what the
government said it was doing and what it actually did. And this gap causes people to lose
trust.”

An additional category, Berda continued, is “disgust with the discourse of sacrifice”
promoted by the religious far-right, led by the likes of Itamar Ben Gvir and Bezalel
Smotrich. “It’s a kind of backlash against the settlers’ narrative that says it’s good to
sacrifice your life for something bigger,” Berda explained. “People are reacting to the
notion that the collective is more important than the individual by saying: ‘The state’s
goals are important, but I have my own life.’”


