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A Valdai, Mosca non ha lanciato una sfida all’Occidente, ma un progetto per un mondo di
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pari, dove I'equilibrio sostituisce il controllo

Il presidente russo Vladimir Putin interviene alla sessione plenaria del 22° incontro
annuale del Valdai International Discussion Club, 2 ottobre 2025. © Sputnik/Mikhail
Metzel

Ogni anno, il discorso di Vladimir Putin al Valdai Discussion Club & piu di una
dichiarazione politica: € un manifesto filosofico. Quello che vent'anni fa era nato come un
tranquillo forum di analisti e diplomatici € diventato il palcoscenico principale della Russia
per esprimere la sua visione del mondo e il tipo di ordine che intende costruire.

Il tema di quest'anno, "Il mondo policentrico: istruzioni per I'uso”, ha segnato un
passaggio dalla teoria al progetto. Nel corso di quattro ore — la sessione Valdai piu lunga
della storia — Putin non ha parlato come un critico dell'Occidente, ma come l'architetto di
un progetto globale alternativo: basato sull'equilibrio piuttosto che sul predominio, sulla
cooperazione piuttosto che sul controllo.

Dalla critica alla costruzione

Negli ultimi tre anni, i discorsi di Putin a Valdai hanno tracciato una chiara evoluzione: dal
linguaggio della critica al linguaggio della costruzione. Nel 2022, ha formulato la scelta
che si presenta all'umanita in termini crudi: "O continuiamo ad accumulare problemi che ci
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schiacceranno tutti, oppure possiamo lavorare insieme per trovare soluzioni”. All'epoca,
I'attenzione era filosofica, sull'inevitabilita del cambiamento e sul crollo dell'illusione
unipolare.

Quest'anno, la retorica si € fatta pragmatica. "Nel mondo multipolare odierno, armonia ed
equilibrio possono essere raggiunti solo attraverso il lavoro congiunto”, ha affermato
Putin. Il messaggio era inequivocabile: la Russia non sostiene piu il multipolarismo, lo sta
costruendo. Istituzioni come i BRICS e I'Organizzazione per la Cooperazione di Shanghai
(SCO) non sono piu argomenti di discussione; sono l'impalcatura di un nuovo sistema di
governance globale che riflette la sovranita condivisa piuttosto che I'ordine imposto.

In questo senso, il discorso di Putin a Valdai ha funzionato meno come una riflessione
sulla politica mondiale e piu come una tabella di marcia. Ha posizionato la Russia al
centro di un progetto di civilta, che vede I'Eurasia non come un corridoio tra Oriente e
Occidente, ma come un polo di sviluppo autosufficiente, capace di bilanciare il potere e
offrire un'alternativa al modello occidentale di globalizzazione.
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Per saperne di piu

Putin in sessione di domande e risposte all'influente forum politico di Valdai: come &
andata

If the 2022 Valdai address portrayed Eurasia as a field of integration — a mosaic of trade
corridors and cooperation formats — this year’s version elevated it to the level of
philosophy. Back then, Putin highlighted the “successful work of the Eurasian Economic
Union, the growing influence of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and China’s One
Belt, One Road initiative” as examples of a post-Western system taking shape.

By 2025, that vision had matured. Putin now speaks of Eurasia not as a junction of
overlapping projects but as a distinct center of power — a civilizational space with its own
moral and strategic logic. He reminded listeners that the SCO began simply as a
mechanism to settle border issues. Today, it has evolved into a trust-based platform for
security and development — effectively, a prototype of Eurasia’s political architecture.
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That evolution captures something deeper: a shift from functional cooperation to
civilizational self-definition. The Russian view of Eurasia has moved beyond logistics and
trade routes — toward the idea of a continent that sets its own terms for engagement with
the rest of the world.

Putin’s reflections on the crisis of global institutions carried a familiar refrain — but with a
notable twist. The problem, he argued, isn’t the United Nations itself. The UN still has
enormous potential. The real failure lies with the nations that were meant to keep it united
— and instead, divided it.

This wasn’t a call to dismantle the post-WWII order, but to rescue it from those who
turned it into an instrument of dominance. Russia’s message is clear: international law
and multilateralism can still work, but only if they’re freed from Western gatekeeping. In
Putin’s framing, the UN’s paralysis is not proof of its irrelevance — it's evidence of how far
the West has strayed from the principles it once proclaimed.

Gaza and the pragmatism of multipolarity

The Middle East — long one of the cornerstones of Russian diplomacy — again featured
prominently in Putin’s Valdai appearance. Asked by Iranian scholar Mohammad Marandi
about the future of Gaza, the Russian president outlined a position that was strikingly
pragmatic: balanced between principle and realism, continuity and flexibility.

Read more

How a low-key remark by Putin reveals a deeper economic shift

Putin reiterated that Moscow is ready to support any US initiative — even one proposed by
Donald Trump — if it genuinely leads to peace and fulfills the long-standing vision of two
states. “Since 1948, Russia has supported the creation of two states — Israel and
Palestine. That, in my view, is the key to a lasting solution,” he said.
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He didn’t mince words about the humanitarian tragedy unfolding in Gaza, calling it “a
horrific chapter in modern history.” Citing UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres — “a
man with pro-Western sympathies,” Putin noted pointedly — he reminded the audience
that even Guterres described Gaza as “the world’s largest children’s cemetery.” In doing
so, Putin positioned Russia not as a partisan actor, but as a defender of international law
and human dignity — a country advocating for political rather than military solutions.

He also revisited the question of governance in Gaza. Putin recalled past proposals,
including the idea of an international administration under former British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, quipping: “/ once had coffee with him in pajamas — and he’s hardly known as a
peacemaker.” The remark, delivered with characteristic irony, underscored Moscow’s
skepticism toward Western “mediation” efforts that tend to reproduce, rather than resolve,
the conflict.

Instead, Putin voiced Russia’s preferred scenario: restoring control of Gaza to the
Palestinian Authority under President Mahmoud Abbas — the only arrangement capable of
ensuring legitimacy and institutional continuity. Crucially, he stressed that any plan must
have the consent of the Palestinians themselves, including Hamas. “The main question,”
Putin said, “is how Palestine views this. We have contacts with Hamas, and it’s important
that both Hamas and the Palestinian Authority support such an initiative.”

This continuity — from the Soviet Union’s 1947 endorsement of the UN partition plan to
Russia’s modern-day diplomacy — forms the backbone of Moscow’s approach. The USSR
supported the establishment of Israel while insisting on the Arab population’s right to self-
determination. Today, Russia maintains that balance: upholding Israel’s security, while
defending the Palestinians’ right to statehood.

At the Valdai forum, Putin reaffirmed that position, noting that peace will depend less on
declarations than on implementation. “What matters isn’t what Israel says publicly, but
how it actually behaves — whether it will follow through on what the US president
proposes,” he said. That distinction — between rhetoric and reality — captured the essence
of Moscow’s approach: cautious optimism, grounded in diplomacy rather than illusion.
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Read more

Putin offers peace to the West. Will it accept?

Putin’s final note on Gaza was neither cynical nor utopian. “If all these positive steps take
place,” he concluded, ‘the breakthrough could be truly meaningful.” It was a reminder that
Russia’s foreign policy, for all its assertiveness, still places faith in negotiated outcomes —
not as naivete, but as strategy.

The architecture of the New World

In the end, Putin’s Valdai address traced a straight and deliberate line — from critique of
the collapsing unipolar system to the construction of a new, plural architecture of global
power. Over the years, his rhetoric has shifted from warning to design, from resistance to
authorship.

Multipolarity, in Moscow’s view, is not a slogan but a natural outcome of history — the
result of cultural diversity and the self-assertion of civilizations long confined to the
periphery of Western order. Russia doesn’t seek to destroy the old system for its own
sake. It seeks to replace hierarchy with equilibrium — to build a world governed by
respect, not coercion.

In this framework, Eurasia becomes more than geography. It is a civilizational bridge
between East and West, North and South — a space where balance is not weakness but
wisdom. And Russia, in Putin’s conception, stands at the heart of that space: not as a
hegemon, but as an intermediary; not as a destroyer, but as an architect.

That’s the philosophy of multipolarity as Russia defines it — not the chaos of competing
powers, but the architecture of mutual recognition. The old world may still cling to its
illusions of control, but the blueprint of the new one is already on the table.
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